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of brigades; and many of them cared little for the battalions
which they were privileged to lead, and expended themselves
to the utmost in wangling jobs away from the line. But when
for brief periods the Cameronians were well led, as happened,
for example, in Scottish Wood in May 1918, or in the attack on
Meath Post in September of the same year, they acquitted
themselves with magnificent heroism.

The critic of battalions in action in a world war must bear
constantly in mind that though men from different localities and
engaged in the mass in various civil occupations do possess
characteristics especially their own, it is the leader himself, the
commanding officer for the time being, who determines finally
the fighting quality of the troops whom he leads. The criticism
of a battalion in action is one not of the troops themselves but of
the man who commands them. And in making any comparison
between the Royal Welch Fusiliers and the Cameronians, it
must be remembered also that the rank and file of both of these
battalions consisted for the most part of coal miners, who
throughout the world, as I happen to know from a very large
experience of miners, possess common characteristics and
peculiarities which segregate them from the average of a working-
class community.

In my considered judgment, serving with this Division in
every battle action from the day upon which it was constituted
in France until after the Armistice, I do not consider that the
Royal Welch Fusiliers was by any means its best battalion, and
for the reasons which I have given. Neither do I judge that the
ist Cameronians, nor the 2nd Argyll and Sutherland High-
landers, for the same reasons, lived up to their historical traditions,
though the latter regiment, with first-class Company Com-
manders, many of them promoted from the ranks, and in the
latter days of the campaign with the brilliant Adjutancy of a
clever youth, McMillan, regained more than once its titular
right to be described as " The Thin Red Line." I have in mind
especially the actions on the 23rd May, 1917, when Captain
Henderson and Sergeant-Major Todd were completely cut off
by the enemy, and, to extricate themselves, made a bayonet
charge on a large body of the enemy, capturing 240 prisoners
of the 6ist German Division, and on the Menin Road on the
26th September of the same year, when a company, entirely cut
off and surrounded, held its ground for long hours against
repeated counter-attacks on Fontaine les Croisilles*